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PRINCIPAL’S INTRODUCTION
AUTUMN TERM.	 	 ISSUE 3		 19th DECEMBER 2025.
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Dear Families, 

In the face of rain, snow and cold mornings, our students have shown great resilience 
and enthusiasm this half term! Attendance is improving significantly. Students are really 
beginning to understand the importance of being with us all day, every day and they 
are seeing the positive impact that's having on the progress that they're making.  

Year 11 have just finished their second set of Trial Exams and I cannot praise them 
enough. They've worked so hard and when they see their results, they'll realise that their 
efforts have really been worth it! We look forward to supporting them further when we 
return in January. Well done, Year 11. 

Throughout all year groups, students are working hard, engaging with their learning and 
showing kindness and consideration to others, as you'll see as you read on! 

We look forward to welcoming students back on Monday 5th January, but for now, do 
enjoy our newsletter and I send all best wishes for Christmas and 2026.  

All best wishes, 
Miss Pegg 
Principal



KEY DATES AND NOTICES 
(May be subject to change)

04

• Friday 19th December                Term ends at 12.30 

• Monday 22nd December to Friday 2nd January - Christmas Break 

• Monday 5th January                    Students return to school 

• Friday 30th January                       School closed to students. 

• Monday 2nd February                  Students return to school 

• Monday 16th February - Friday 20th February.       Half term holiday 

 Maths Challenge! 
Can you solve the question we set your child recently? 

"A dad is 42 years old, and his son is 6. So, in how many years will the 
father’s age be four times his son’s age? 

(Answer is on Page 21) 



VERY TALENTED CHEFS!
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This term in Food Technology has been full of energy and enthusiasm as students 
across the school continue to grow in confidence in the kitchen. Our Year 7s 
have made a great start, learning key knife skills and using them to prepare 
colourful fruit salads. They will soon be moving on to pasta salad, where they’ll 
also be learning how to use the ovens safely—an exciting step in their practical 
learning. Year 8 have been busy too, completing their knife skills assessment and 
then showing off what they’ve learned by making delicious flapjacks. Year 9 
have enjoyed getting to grips making pastry to produce cheese straws, 
developing both accuracy and creativity. Meanwhile, Year 10 have completed 
their baseline practical assessment, producing some excellent shortbread and 
demonstrating their readiness for more advanced practicals in the coming 
weeks. It’s been a productive term in food so far, and we’re really proud of the 
progress students are making in every year group.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING MANY MORE PICTURES 
SHOWING THE TALENTS OF OUR STUDENTS - WELL DONE!

SUBJECT FOCUS



'BITE BACK' - Improving food habits
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Our Year 8s have recently been introduced to 'Bite Back', an inspiring national programme 
that empowers young people to take a closer look at the food environment around them 
and make confident, informed choices about what they eat. Over the coming weeks, 
students will learn how food is marketed, explore what really goes into some of their 
favourite products, and develop skills in analysing labels, packaging, and advertising. 
They’ll also be encouraged to think about how the school food environment can better 
support healthy choices, with opportunities to share their ideas and even help shape 
positive changes in our canteen.  

To build on this exciting work, we’ll be launching a Food Activist group in January, where 
students will carry out a social action project in their club that will transform our school by 
putting healthy food in the spotlight and increasing the flow of affordable, nutritious food 
in our canteen. Over 30,000 students across 200+ schools have already taken part. 

Anyone keen to get involved can see Miss March for more details. It’s a brilliant chance for 
Year 8s to grow their confidence, strengthen their voices, and help create positive 
changes and a healthier school community.

SUBJECT FOCUS



TALENTED YEAR 8 TEXTILES
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During this Textiles project, students were taught what Pop Art is, learnt about different famous 
Pop Art Artists and experimented with a selection of decorative textile techniques.  
 
Throughout this creative journey, students learnt how to develop and refine ideas, produce 
textile samples and designs inspired by Pop Art Artists, and this led to them making their own 
pencil case. 

SUBJECT FOCUS



SCIENCE 
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SUBJECT FOCUS

Science is absolutely buzzing at the Academy this term, and we just had to share some of the 
exciting things going on! From competitions to clubs, exams to events—our young scientists are 
making us super proud. 

After-School Science Club – Zombies Included! 

Every Thursday after school, our Science Club is open to Years 7–9, and it has been brilliant! Students 
have recently been thrown into a “Zombie Apocalypse” challenge—don’t worry, no real zombies 
were harmed—but their curiosity, teamwork and problem-solving skills certainly came to life! If you 
are a student who loves experiments, creativity, and discovering the weird and wonderful world of 
science, come along and level up your scientific thinking. 

UK Space Design Competition 

A huge well done to three of our Year 11 students who took part in the UK Space Design 
Competition. Working alongside students from other schools and colleges, they designed futuristic 
space habitats and systems. Although they didn’t win this time, the judges praised their outstanding 
creativity and design ideas—stellar work from our future engineers and space innovators! 

Trial Exams – Keep Going Year 11! 

Year 11 students have worked extremely hard during their Trial Exams. We're really proud of the 
progress they're making. 

After Christmas, remember to attend P6 Intervention and the Tuesday & Thursday lunchtime support 
sessions. These sessions are the perfect chance to fill any gaps, strengthen knowledge, and boost 
confidence ahead of final exams. What you put in now makes a big difference later! 

Science Mavericks – We’re Representing! 

Six of our Year 11 students recently attended a Science Mavericks competition in Knottingley.  They 
performed really well against some much bigger teams from larger Delta schools.  Well done to 
everyone involved! 

 Sparx Home Learning – Great Start! 

 We’re off to a flying start with over 70% completion across the academy—amazing effort! Sparx is 
essential in building recall, reinforcing key concepts, and boosting long-term understanding. Please 
continue to support your child so this positive momentum continues. 

 



BIG TOPICS IN HISTORY!
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SUBJECT FOCUS

Our Year 7 students are currently 
studying the events of 1066 and are 
now considering why William built 
castles—such as Clifford’s Tower in 
York—across the North of England. 
Students are also learning about the 
Harrying of the North and the ways in 
which northerners resisted French rule.

Year 8 have explored why the British 
were interested in overseas territories 
in India, Australia, and Africa. They 
have now zoomed in on Africa to 
e x a m i n e t h e i m p a c t s a n d 
consequences of the slave trade, 
including the ways enslaved people 
were forcibly transported from Africa 
to the Americas. There have been 
s o m e f a n t a s t i c i n s i g h t s a n d 
empathetic responses from our Year 
8s.

Year 9 are beginning their study of the 
Holocaust. This week, they explored 
the events of 1938, when the Nazi 
regime encouraged the destruction 
o f J e w i s h - o w n e d s h o p s a n d 
synagogues without repercussions



IT’S BEEN EXAM TIME IN GEOGRAPHY 
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SUBJECT FOCUS

CV
Year Seven have had a busy term.  Their first year at Filey began with a unit learning about the 
valuable skills they need to study Geography for the next five years.  This was followed by our 
current unit which explores some of the most extreme environments in the world.

CV
Our Year Nine students have explored one of the most exciting topics in Geography.  They 
have been looking at the earth’s natural hazards and learning how humans cope with three 
impacts in countries at different levels of development - a real eye opener!

Year Eight students have been 
studying a very current and topical 
subject.  Autumn is hurricane season, 
so we have been busy investigating 
the causes, impacts and responses to 
tropical storms in very different parts 
of the world and how they can be 
managed



TALENTED ARTISTS IN YEAR 8!
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SUBJECT FOCUS

This term Year 8 have been working on 

a portraiture project. Students were 

taught how to draw facial features, use 

the grid method and how to apply 

tone to develop and refine their  

observational drawing skills. 

The results are outstanding, showing 

great improvement and resilience to 

focus and scrutinise each section in 

order to achieve accurate drawings.



TALENTED ARTISTS IN YEAR 9!
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SUBJECT FOCUS

This term Year 9 have been working on a printmaking project. 
Students were taught how to design and create lino prints. They 
were taught how to use lino tools and equipment and how to use 
the reduction method.



TALENTED ARTISTS IN THE PLC!
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SUBJECT FOCUS

The four images shown  celebrate some 
absolutely great art work that has been 
created by some of our students who 
access some of their education in the 
PLC.  This is work of exceptional quality 
and all students involved thoroughly 
deserve the praise they have received!



THE BOOK FAIR RETURNS
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SUBJECT FOCUS

There was great excitement in the LRC  with the return of the November book fair!  Both Students 
and staff enjoyed perusing the titles available, which covered a wide range of genres.  
Sales this year were the best we have had for many years, and we reached a total of over £600. 
This means that we will be able to claim £240 of free books back from Scholastic, for our students 
to enjoy in the library. 
  
There were four lucky winners of the book raffle this year, as over 50 books were sold, along with 
lots of the fun stationery! 
  
Showing the books they have chosen as their prizes are: Keira, Ciara and Sophie in Year 7. 
Another keen reader, Poppy, in year 11, was also a lucky winner, and not for the first time! Poppy 
chose a Skulduggery Pleasant book 'Dead or Alive' as her prize.



10

IT’S NOT OK - YEAR 8 - NSPCC
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On Thursday 13th  November, our Year 8 
students watched a play performed by the 
Night Light Theatre, in partnership with the 
NSPCC, called 'It's Not OK'. This follows a 
unit of lessons produced by the NSPCC 
that students completed in Year 7 Life 
lessons. Both the play and the lessons 
follow the stories of four characters as they 
navigate contemporary risky behaviours 
of mid-teens. Students then participated in 
a follow up workshop which allowed them 
to consider how these situations could be 
tackled to safeguard those affected. Our 
students were complimented for their 
maturity, knowledge and respectful 
relationships.  
For advice on talking to young people 
about issues such as sexual exploitation 
through the prism of the internet, gaming, 
and social and familial relationships, see 
www.nspcc.org.uk. 

Events such as this are a key feature of our 
safeguarding programme, to ensure that 
our students are kept safe throughout their 
time with us at Filey Academy and that 
they are fully prepared for life beyond 16.

PASTORAL NEWS

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nspcc.org.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CGunningJ%40fileyacademy.org.uk%7C62cf3c10e69e4bf4054c08de25dad403%7Cc23cbe8fe8af4b84a07e72c9ab6a4fad%7C0%7C0%7C638989818973719438%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R59UqTzi4hiO8YMiRMCgt6GWLhq%2BbSInLuhWbNm%2Fte8%3D&reserved=0
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DEBATING CLUB
PASTORAL NEWS

In Debate Club this term, students prepared arguments on the statement: “This 
house believes that AI will do more harm than good.”  It was fantastic to see 
students presenting their cases with confidence and clear articulation. 
Students noted that, while AI uses large amounts of water daily to process user 
requests, it can also be hugely beneficial to people with disabilities. They also 
argued that AI can be useful in disaster zones and in managing vast quantities 
of data; however, a strong rebuttal was raised that such capabilities could 
threaten jobs. 

In our next debate students will research and prepare arguments on the 
statement: “This house believes that no country should own weapons of mass 
destruction.”



IT’S PROUD THURSDAY!
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PASTORAL NEWS

During break time throughout the 
half term, we once again, had the 
opportunity to celebrate the great 
w o r k t h a t a r e s t u d e n t s a r e 
consistently producing in their 
lessons.  Miss Perry was on hand to 
look at the work and praise the 
students for their excellent efforts.  
Plenty of rewards were on offer for 
the students to enjoy - Well done!



Our whole-school attendance so far this year stands at 90.9%, showing a strong improvement 
on the 87.2% recorded at the same point last year. Each year group has contributed to this 
positive upward trend. 
Year 7 remains our highest-attending year group at 94.1%, up from 93.4% last year. Year 8 has 
seen a significant rise, moving from 88.3% to 91.9%, while Year 11 has also made excellent 
progress, increasing from 81.7% to 91.6% — one of the most notable improvements across the 
school. 
Attendance in Year 9 and Year 10 has also increased compared with last year, with Year 9 
rising from 81.8% to 89.2%, and Year 10 remaining broadly stable at 87.1%. 

As we move through the winter months, we know that seasonal illnesses can make it more 
challenging to maintain attendance. While we absolutely recognise that some absences are 
unavoidable, we encourage families to continue keeping the focus on attendance wherever 
possible. Often, students can still attend school with minor symptoms, and being in lessons 
helps them keep up with their learning and routines. If you are ever unsure, please contact us 
— we’re here to support you in making the best decision for your child. 
Overall, the school has made clear and meaningful progress in attendance across all year 
groups. Thank you to our families, students, and staff for their ongoing commitment — every 
day in school really does make a difference. We will continue working together to build on 
this momentum throughout the year 

ATTENDANCE UPDATE
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ATTENDANCE NEWS



CHRISTMAS REWARD EVENT
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ATTENDANCE NEWS

We aim for our students to be in school all 
day, every day.



ATTENDANCE 100% CLUB
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We are also continuing with our 100% club reward scheme. Each week, every student 
who has 100% attendance Monday - Friday receives a 100% Club reward slip. They can 
choose to place this reward slip in three prize bins. The prize bins are as follows; 32" Smart 
TV, £25 Amazon voucher, £25 San Marco voucher. On Friday December 19th, we will 
draw a winner out for each of these prizes. Students will receive a new 100% club reward 
slip for every week they have 100% attendance. The more weeks at 100% attendance, 
the more chances they will have at winning these prizes. 

Most importantly, we know that attending school, all day, every day, means that your 
child is much more likely to be successful. Thank you for your support this half term, and 
we wish you a lovely Christmas break.  

The Attendance Team 

ATTENDANCE NEWS
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
LIFE / FORM FOCUS
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
LIFE / FORM FOCUS
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OUR 'LIFE' CURRICULUM
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FANTASTIC FUNDRAISING!

STUDENT FOCUS

21Maths Challenge answer - 6 years

.

On Friday 12th December,  all of 
our students were invited to come 
to school in either a Christmas 
Jumper, Christmas socks or both.  
We suggested a donation of  a 
minimum of £1 (more if possible!).  
All proceeds raised will go the 
Hospital ward that is currently 
t reat ing Archie , one of our 
students. 

In addition to the Christmas 
jumper / sock day on the 12th, 
we also invited our class of 
2025 to come to an awards 
evening on the 9th December 
where they picked up their 
GCSE certificates.  We asked  
that they also contribute to our 
fundraising effort for Archie.

We are very pleased to announce 
that the £200 target  for the 

Christmas Jumper / sock day has 
been smashed! - We managed to 

raise  £507.25!

The RBL came in to thank us 
for raising money for the Royal 
British Legion by selling Poppy 
items, we collected £50.14 as 
a school adding to the district 
total of £23,499.82.  

Remembrance Sunday

9th November 2025
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9th / 11th NOVEMBER 2025

STUDENT FOCUS
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On Sunday 9th November, three students from Filey Academy 
laid a remembrance wreath at the cenotaph in Filey.  They were 
led by our Associate Vice Principal - Mr Jordan Philliskirk.  
Following this, on Tuesday 11th November, all of our students who 
are members of the uniformed armed services were asked to 
come in to school in uniform as part of the schools 
demonstration of respect for those who have fallen in war. 



FEAST (Food, Entertainment, Activities, Sport, Together) is North Yorkshire’s 
holiday activity and food programme, funded by the Department for 
Education and delivered by North Yorkshire Together. 

🎨  From arts and crafts to outdoor adventures 

⚽  From sports to music and drama 

🍲  Plus tasty, nutritious food at every session 

FEAST is here to make school holidays fun, active, and inclusive for children 
and young people across North Yorkshire. 

#FEASTNorthYorkshire #HAF2025 #HolidayActivities 
Department for Education 



Redeem your vouchers for free holiday activities with food this Christmas 
 
'We have issued FEAST vouchers to all families whose children/young people receive 
benefits-related free school meals. These vouchers entitle your child to free places on 
FEAST activities this Christmas holiday, where they’ll also receive a free heathy meal. You 
should have received this voucher via email or text, from a platform called 
HolidayActivities. Follow the link to redeem your voucher and book your child’s place on 
some of the fantastic activities on offer in our area. 
  
Please note that this Christmas, families can request places from Monday 17 November, 
but bookings won’t be confirmed until Friday 21 November. This short wait gives everyone 
time to browse activities and express interest before places are allocated. You should hear 
back within a week to let you know if your child has a place. This new approach helps 
make things fairer, giving every family an equal chance to enjoy FEAST activities and 
meals. 
 
If you believe your child is eligible and you have not yet received your voucher, or you 
have lost it, please contact the school office. 
 
To learn more about FEAST, and for information on activities, eligibility and how to manage 
your bookings, visit the website. 

Free school holiday activities this Christmas 
  
FEAST offers activities with healthy meals to children and young people across North 
Yorkshire in the Christmas holidays. FEAST is free to children and young people who receive 
benefits-related free school meals. 
  
If you believe your child is eligible and you have not yet received your voucher, or you 
have lost it, please contact the school office. 
  
If you have questions or want to learn more, check out the FEAST website.' 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr1.ddlnk.net%2Fc%2FAQjHqAwQsc-3ARjxr9CBASDtpeAvKNbIlhsrM2ka_uiyqnEDjoONMvCG9aXaRO2c6KQl2ifEh6uuGQ&data=05%7C02%7CGunningJ%40fileyacademy.org.uk%7C012f7e2a4c714e2cd3f408de28e5a021%7Cc23cbe8fe8af4b84a07e72c9ab6a4fad%7C0%7C0%7C638993164473887753%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=065VJpYGIGbHIZxSRFtKD%2F8EUun9ZutXW7X2HYvVpm0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr1.ddlnk.net%2Fc%2FAQjHqAwQsc-3ARjxr9CBASDupeAvKNbIlhsaxAMsB4ry_tAV9n698xhAX6h4ZgLZ7AmH698qEXeHAA&data=05%7C02%7CGunningJ%40fileyacademy.org.uk%7C012f7e2a4c714e2cd3f408de28e5a021%7Cc23cbe8fe8af4b84a07e72c9ab6a4fad%7C0%7C0%7C638993164473919113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FTEoZ7I%2By%2Fy9sZqmyouxWhsKtLigyEkDpEgr%2Fr2vb3Q%3D&reserved=0














SAFEGUARDING



PASTORAL STRUCTURE
Year 7  
Learning Manager - Miss Howells  
SLT link - Mr Gunning  
Form tutors - Miss Gordon, Mr Glover, Miss Moulton, Miss Francis  

Year 8 
Learning Manager- Miss Borrill (8CBu/8LTa) & Mr Knowles (8TMc/
8SMa)  
SLT Link - Mrs Rowland  
Form tutors - Miss Buxton, Mr McCandless, Miss March, Miss 
Tavendale 

Year 9 
Learning Manager - Miss Borrill  
SLT Link - Mrs Tyler-Mort 
Form tutors - Mr Bond, Miss Nuttall, Mr Woodruff 

Year 10 
Learning Manager - Mr Knowles  
SLT link - Miss Perry  
Form tutors - Miss Elliot, Miss Foster, Mr Young, Mrs Rowland (Thurs/Fri) 
& Mr Gunning (Mon-Wed) 

Year 11  
Learning Manager - Mr Emmerson  
SLT Link - Mr Philliskirk & Miss Pegg  
Form tutors - Miss Adams, Mr Fryirs, Mrs Ives, Miss Robinson.  



SCHOOL UNIFORM

Appearance rules: 
• Hair must be unobtrusively styled and in naturally-occurring tones.  
• Nail varnish is not permitted in school.  
• Any make up used must be discreet (looking entirely natural). Excessive 

make- up will have to be removed.  
• No false eyelashes of any description are permitted.  
• Students are not to wear any form of jewellery, including stud earrings. 

The only exception to this rule is that students may wear a watch, 
provided it is not a smart watch


